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1876 REPORT OF MACOMB’S 1859 EXPLORING EXPEDITION
Artist J.J. Young, who wasn't part of the Macomb Expedition, painted this representation of Labyrinth Creek from a sketch drawn by expedition geologist John S. Newberry. Today the
drainage is known as Indian Creek, and it lies primarily on Bureau of Land Management property just outside of Canyonlands National Park.
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Macomb expedition ot 1859 was stymied by Utah’s Caﬁyonlands

n Aug. 23, 1859, mem-

Branch of the Old Spanish

Male X.

bers of Capt. John N.
Macomb’s Exploring
Expedition stood on a

Cupd. 4. N.Macomb, Exp in Eew Mesien & Ulah.

Trail as possible. And they
were to fill in empty spaces on
the maps for the Four Corners

butte overlooking the Needles
District of today’s Canyonlands
National Park.

They realized
immediately there
was no way the
Army could build
roads across this
rugged terrain.

The landscape near
the confluence

of the Green and
Colorado rivers
was “impassable to

BOB SILBERNAGEL

area.

Newberry and other civilian

scientists were to
record the geology
and plant life along
their route and
take astronomical
and barometric
readings. While
doing so, Newberry
made an important
k scientific discovery.
He found fossils

of the first sau-

everything but the
winged bird,” wrote
expedition geologist Dr. John
S. Newberry.

In April 1859, Macomb —
with the U.S. Army’s Corps
of Topographical Engineers
— was assigned to lead an ex-
pedition from Santa Fe, New
Mexico, to the San Juan River,
then to the confluence of the
Green and Colorado rivers.

In 1857, amid fears of a war
between the United States and
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints — the
Mormons — the Army had
sent a large force to Utah and
eventually built Camp Floyd
west of Utah Lake. It also
built a wagon road between
Camp Floyd and Fort Union in
northern New Mexico in 1858.

Next, the Army began look-
ing for a path from Fort Union
to southwestern Utah without
having to travel north through
the Salt Lake Valley. Hence,
Macomb’s orders.

But that wasn’t the expedi-
tion’s only assignment. Ma-
comb’s team was to accurately
map as much of the Main

Stay independent.

Jiwer safiely ol home:

HopeWest PACE Services Include:
Home Care - Transportation - Meals & Group Activities
Clinic Care Prescriptions - Medical Equipment

ropod — or long-

necked, plant-eating

dinosaur — discovered in the
American West.

The expedition produced a
report with stunning draw-
ings, a detailed map of the
Four Corners region and
precise descriptions of the
geology, fossils, plants and
ancient ruins. But it arrived
17 years after the fact.

The Civil War and bureau-
cratic delays meant that the
official report of Macomb’s
expedition wasn’t released
until 1876.

By then, John Wesley Pow-
ell had completed two trips
through the Grand Canyon,
and reports of his journeys
had been published in maga-
zines. Also by the early 1870s,
government surveyors Clar-
ence King, Ferdinand Hayden
and Lt. George Wheeler were
busy mapping the West.
People were more interested
in their work than an obscure
expedition from before the
war.

By 1876, Macomb was a dis-
tinguished Civil War veteran
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THE NEEDLES,

a sketch by John Newberry.

working on Mississippi River
projects. He displayed little
interest in his earlier project,
as he wrote just four pages of
the official report. He also dis-
paraged the country they ex-
plored. “I cannot conceive of
a more worthless and imprac-
ticable region than the one we
are now in,” Macomb wrote of

LOOKING SOQUTH-WESTERLY.

1876 REPORT OF MACOMB'S 1859 EXPLORING EXPEDITION
One view of a rock formation near the Needles District of Canyonlands National Park. Painted by J.J. Young from

the area near Canyonlands.
Members of the expedition
gathered in Santa Fe in June
1859. There, they met Kit Car-
son and dined with Catholic
Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy,
according to surveyor Charles
H. Dimmock. They also met
New Mexico Gov. Abraham
Rencher, attended church

festivals and dances.

They left Santa Fe on
July 13, 1859. Eventually, there
would be about 60 men and
70 mules and donkeys, plus
sheep for food. There were
civilian assistants who helped
take scientific readings and

See MACOMB, page 9B »
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cared for the equipment. There were also cooks and
herders. For a time, they were joined by an agent
for the Ute Indians, as well as a Ute interpreter and
guides. Macomb, Newberry and Dimmock left sever-
al hours after the pack train.

About 40 soldiers, commanded by Lt. Milton Cog-
swell, joined the expedition at Abiquiu, New Mexico,
to protect the scientists from possible marauding
Indians. Expedition members interacted with Utes
on multiple occasions, trading and conferring. But
they faced no danger.

Near Abiquiu, the expedition reached the Main
Branch of the Old Spanish Trail. They followed it
an estimated 200 miles, producing the first accurate
map of that portion of the trail. It rained for much of
the journey.

Having traveled through the southwest corner of
Colorado, they camped for days at a site called Ojo
Verde, at the edge of Canyonlands, south of today’s
Moab, Utah. There, the Old Spanish Trail diverged
north. But Macomb and a few of his men headed
mostly west in search of a pathway through the
imposing canyons.

Aug. 23 was a hot sunny day, but they rode and
hiked almost 10 miles, dropping into what they called
Labrynth Canyon, today known as Indian Creek
Canyon, where they reached the base of a butte 1,500
feet tall. Dimmock, Newberry and Cogswell began
climbing the steep formation. Macomb tried to fol-
low, but failed, Dimmock wrote.

The three men shed clothing as they climbed “un-
til at last the summit was reached & exultingly stood

Darlene
Mahoney

September 11, 1936 -
October 3, 2026

It is with great sadness
that the family of Darlene
Mahoney announces her
passing on October 3, 2026
in Grand Junction,
Colorado surrounded by her loving family. Born on
September 11, 1936 in Fowler, Kansas to Charles and
Dorothy (Gerber) Eisenbart, she was one of four
children. Darlene was known for her playful and joyful
enthusiasm for life seizing every opportunity to have
fun with everyone she met and on every adventure she
pursued.

Darlene graduated from the St. Francis Hospital
School of Nursing in Wichita, Kansas in 1957 and
moved to Denver to pursue her career as a Registered
Nurse. Her career began as a surgical nurse at Rose
Hospital in Denver, and later joined the team at an
Outpatient Surgical Center in Lakewood. She married
the love of her life, Tom Mahoney, in October 1959 at
St. Anthony's Church in Fowler, Kansas. They enjoyed
an adventurous life they loved for nearly 67 years while
raising four children. They built a successful Amway
business together along the way.

While in Denver, Darlene and Tom enjoyed
traveling, family visits to Fowler, Kansas, and
discovered a love for snowmobiling. When they moved
to Grand Junction, they decided to learn to play golf
and bought ATVs. There was not a mountain they
didn't climb or a trail they didn't explore on the
Western and Eastern Slopes of Colorado. They found
their sweetest moments exploring nature in both winter
and summer.

Darlene could light up any room with her infectious
smile and laughter. She was known for her playful
antics to catch one off-guard and would never miss an
opportunity to make someone smile. While in
department stores with her children, she would
purposefully introduce herself to manikins just to
make them squirm. Even in her nursing practice, she
approached everyday with having some fun while
getting the job done. She loved the music of the Rat
Pack, Big Band and anything she could dance or sing
to. Later in life she could still be found singing and
dancing in her living room chair with a smile from ear
to ear. She played the saxophone in her early days and
even has a single on a vinyl record. One of the greatest
gifts she gave the world was teaching those around her
how to have fun!

The family is heartbroken that Darlene's journey on
earth has ended, yet all who knew her were gifted with
the experience of her beautiful soul. We know that she
has begun a new life of joy with God and the family
holds a great hope that there is Coors beer in heaven.
Darlene will be dearly missed, and she will always be in
our hearts.

Darlene was preceded in death by her husband Tom
Mahoney, her daughter Jeannette Anderies, her sisters
Geraldine Dickerson, Sr. Charlene Eisenbart, and
Shirley Plymale. She is survived by her children
Barbara Mahoney (Helena, MT), Chuck Mahoney
(Carson City, NV), Paula Magor (Grand Junction,
Co), grandchildren Cory Magor (Springfield, TN),
Janell Heck (Sparks, NV), Kimberly Wortman (Post
Falls, ID), Tom Mahoney (Sparks, NV) along with six
great grandchildren and many relatives, dear friends
and neighbors.

A Mass, Inurnment and reception will be held on
Wednesday, October 14 at 9:30AM at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church located at 790 26 1/2 Road in
Grand Junction. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
requests that donations can be made to Center for
Children in Grand Junction or to your favorite charity
in her name.

Full obituary and tribute video viewed at
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/grand-
junction-co/darlene-mahoney-13065633
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upon by three men stripped to shirts, draws [under-
wear] and boots,” Dimmock said.

The effort was worth it, he added, because they
beheld “such a view as is not to be seen elsewhere
on earth.” The mesas, eroded into pinnacles and
castles with a multitude of colors “gave the effect of
a grander city than dreamland contains.”

Newberry also wrote eloquently of the scenes be-
fore them: “Scattered over the plain were thousands
of fantastically formed buttes ... pyramids, domes,
towers, columns, spires, of every conceivable form
and size. Among these, by far the most remarkable
was the forest of Gothic spires ... Nothing in nature
or in art offers a parallel to these singular objects.”

They could see the main canyon of the Grand, or
Colorado River, several miles below them. And in the
distance to the west, they saw a large canyon which
they believed was the Green River. More likely, they
viewed another part of the Colorado River where it
makes a giant, double oxbow called The Loop, about
five miles above the confluence with the Green.

After two hours, the small party descended. They
returned to the main camp at Ojo Verde on Aug. 24,
where they spent several days recuperating. They
left that camp on Aug. 27, and began a southeasterly
trek along the San Juan River into New Mexico.

The constant rain made it slow going, and several
stream crossings were treacherous. They arrived
in Santa Fe on Sept. 28. Dimmock and Newberry
soon headed east through El Paso, Texas. Macomb
remained in Santa Fe, then made his own way east
along the Santa Fe Trail.

Obituaries

Robert W
Wilson

12/23/1932 - 09/30/2026

Robert ~ Walter  "Bob"
Wilson, 93, of Grand
Junction, passed away
peacefully on September
30, 2026, with his children
by his side as the sun set
over the Grand Valley and the sky blazed with color.

Bob was born in Jasper County, Missouri, and grew
up on a rocky share-crop farm after his family lost
their own during the Depression, learning early to
make the most of the land he was given. After
graduating from Carthage High School in 1952, he
served nearly four years in the U.S. Navy as a Hospital
Corpsman, rising to Second Class, and was honorably
discharged in 1956 with the National Defense Service
Medal and the Good Conduct Medal. He earned a
business degree in 1959, worked for Pfizer Laboratories
as a pharmaceutical representative for 31 years, and
after retiring in 1993 earned a master's degree in
business.

A Grand Valley resident since 1964, Bob raised four
children there with Marilyn Neagoy, whom he married
in 1963. In 1984 he married Nancy Tull Hutchins, and
together they shared years of travel, birding,
volunteering and philanthropy, including support for
PrimeHealth+  (formerly = MarillacHealth),  the
Colorado West Land Trust and the Western Colorado
Community Foundation. Bob was a symphony season
ticket holder and a member of First United
Presbyterian Church for more than 60 years, enjoying
both until the end.

In retirement, Bob devoted himself to conservation
and service. He led the restoration of the Audubon
Nature Preserve, and for many years he built and
monitored nesting boxes for mountain bluebirds in
Unaweep Canyon, where he became known as
"Bluebird Bob." He knocked on hundreds of doors to
help pass the initiative for the Grand Junction
Community Recreation Center and toured it shortly
before it opened, a highlight of his final days. He also
spent many years working one on one with struggling
third-grade readers at Orchard Avenue Elementary. His
hope was that others would give a few hours to a child
who needs someone.

Bob was preceded in death by his sons, Hunter
Marion Wilson and Matthew Robert Wilson, and his
wife, Nancy. He is survived by his children, Kirk
Nicholas Wilson and Wendy (Jeff) Beard; stepchildren,
Jay (Cindy) Hutchins and Tracy Hutchins;
grandchildren, Conner Beard, Zoe Beard and Jasmine
(Brody) Schulze; and great-grandson, Calvin Schulze.

A service will be held Monday, November 2, at 11
a.m. at First United Presbyterian Church, 3940 27 1/2
Road, Grand Junction. Military honors and committal
will be held Wednesday, November 4, at 3 p.m. at the
Veterans Memorial Cemetery of Western Colorado,
2830 Riverside Parkway, Grand Junction. In lieu of
flowers, the family invites you to honor Bob by giving a
few hours as a reading mentor for a child in need.
Contact the First United Presbyterian Church office
for more information on volunteering, or donate to the
fund of your choice through the Western Colorado
Community

Foundation. -
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along Highway T
141, bluebirds still raise their families in boxes Bob
built.

Death Notices

Eugene V. Miller

Eugene Miller, 91 of Grand Junction, CO, passed
away on September 24, 2026 at Veteran's Nursing
Facillity in Grand Junction. His interment will be at
the Veteran's Memorial Cemetery of Western
Colorado, 2830 Riverside Pkwy, October 15 2026 at
Ipm. His Celebration will be at Church of Nazarene,
2802 Patterson

Road, October )
17, 2026 at L AROWNS

10am. PR AATH & TUINERA

PUBLIC DOMAIN THROUGH WIKIPEDIA
John N. Macomb, the leader of the 1859 expedition.

The 19th century was an era of monumental explo-
rations, and the Macomb Expedition has been largely
lost in the chasms of history. Members of the expedi-
tion made valuable discoveries, such as Newberry’s
sauropod. They conducted important mapping and
collecting. But perhaps their biggest revelation was a
negative one: There is no feasible way to build a road
through the heart of the Canyonlands.

Sources: “Exploring Desert Stone: John N.
Macomb’s 1859 Expedition to the Canyonlands of
the Colorado,” by Steven K. Madsen; “Report of the
Exploring Expedition from Santa Fe, New Mexico to
the Junction of the Grand and Green Rivers of the
Great Colorado of the West,” by Capt. J.N. Macomb;
“Meet Utah’s Oldest Long-Necked Dinosaur,” by
Eliza Petersen, Natural History Museum of Utah,
https://nhmu.utah.edu/articles/meet-utahs-oldest-
long-necked-dinosaur; “Macomb’s San Juan Explor-
ing Expedition,” Smithsonian National Museum
of Natural History, https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
research/botany/about/historical-expeditions/ma-
combs-san-juan-exploring-expedition.

Bob Silbernagel’s email is bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

PUBLIC DOMAIN THROUGH WIKIPEDIA
Physician Dr. John S. Newberry, who was also a geologist
and paleontologist and served as the lead scientist for the
Macomb Expedition.
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Answer to Sunday Crossword Puzzle No. 2,319
published today.
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Answer to Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 Cryptoquip:
IF SIR GALAHAD WERE TO GO AROUND
AUTOGRAPHING TONS OF BOOKS, |
PRESUME HE WOULD BE A KNIGHT IN
SIGHING ARMORE.

Answer to Daily
Crossword Puzzle,
Published Saturday
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Answer to Jumble Puzzle, Published Saturday

Jumbles: STRUM OUNCE TRUDGE FONDUE
Answer: For the smart child, spotting the fifth letter of the
alphabet was — “E-SEE” TO DO




