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“Better Shoes Since 1911”

Your locally owned store
and remember parking

in the back.

DON’T FORGET!!!

Winter
Sales Event

Shoe Fit Co.

Whether bombing down the Kessel
Run or taking a leisurely cruise
along the Riverfront Trail,
send us your best photo
of your Western Colorado
cycling adventures (or
adventurers of any
ages) and you may
just find it in the
2023 issue of
Ride!

Photo
submissions
are open now!
Visit gjsentinel.
com and click on
“Contests” to enter
your cycling photo.

SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY
BY 1/31/2023. VOTE
FOR YOUR FAVORITE
2/1– 2/5/2023
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DR. JOHN FEILD WISHES TO ANNOUNCE HIS
RETIREMENT AND CLOSURE
OF HIS PRACTICE,GRANDVALLEY FOOT

AND ANKLE CENTER.

Billing questions should be addressed to
rachel@grandvalleyfootankle.com until Feb. 28, 2023.

“I wish to thank all of my patients for 40 years of
practice. It has been an honor and a privilege
to have been your Podiatry provider, some of

you for many years,”
Dr. John Feild

If necessary, records will soon be available at:
https://www.cariend.com/request-records

OR (404) 991-7080.

(970) 243-0807 • www.thebikeshopgj.com

10th & North

Bryan Miick
Serving the Grand Valley

Since 1983

$85
Winter
Tuneup
Special

Open
9am-5pm
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BOB SILBERNAGEL

FIRST DRAFT

Although he was a 
skilled gunman, 
there is little evi-

dence that Harry Alonzo 
Longabaugh — the 
Sundance Kid — killed 
anyone during his outlaw 
career in the United 
States.

However, recently 
discovered records indi-
cate he killed a Chilean 
policeman in 1905. Before 
he could be sent to prison 
he disappeared, probably 
with Butch Cassidy.

It has long been known 
that Sundance got into 
legal trouble in Chile and 
may have killed some-
one. But the details were 
unclear.

Last year, husband 
and wife “banditologists” 
Daniel Buck and Anne 
Meadows unearthed 
long-buried court records 
at the national archives 
in Santiago, Chile. They 
wrote about their find-
ings in the December, 
2022, issue of  the Wild 
West History Association 
Journal.

The court 
records tell how 
24-year-old po-
liceman Arturo 
Gonzalez was 
killed on Aug. 
21, 1905. They 
also indicate 
that Sundance 
was arrested, convicted 
of  homicide and released 
on bail with the aid of  an 
American diplomat with 
Colorado connections.

Longabaugh was born 
near Philadelphia, Pa., 
in 1867. He became the 
Sundance Kid after his 
arrest for horse theft in 
Sundance, Wyo., in 1887. 
Robert LeRoy Parker was 
born at Beaver, Utah, in 
1866. He took the name 
“Butch” Cassidy after 
a stint in the Wyoming 
Territorial Prison.

By the late 1890s, 
Butch and members of  
the loosely aligned gang 
known as the Wild Bunch 
were notorious for daring 
bank, train and payroll 
robberies.

By 1900, the Wild 
Bunch was being tracked 
by the Pinkerton National 
Detective Agency, and 
there was a multi-state ef-
fort to capture members. 
So, Butch and Sundance 
decided to leave.

In February 1901, with 
Sundance’s girlfriend, 
Ethel Place, they left New 
York City for Argentina. 
Soon, they settled on a 
small ranch near Cholila, 
in Patagonia, where they 
appeared to be law-abid-
ing ranchers.

“I think they meant 
to go straight, but they 
always needed money,” 
said Anne Meadows, ex-
plaining why they turned 
to crime again.

Their first Argentin-
ian robbery may have 
occurred in March 1904, 
when Cassidy and anoth-
er man supposedly stole 
$5,000 pesos from a ranch 
inspector. No charges 
were filed against them.

In February, 1905, when 
a bank was robbed in 
Rio Gallegos, Argentina, 
Butch and Sundance 
probably weren’t in-
volved. But they may 
have helped plan the 
robbery, which mimicked 
their American crimes, 
with relays of  fresh hors-
es and careful scouting of  
the site.

Soon Argentinian 
authorities, encouraged 
by the Pinkerton Agency, 
were snooping around 
the Cholila ranch. Butch, 
Sundance and Ethel high-
tailed it north into Chile.

In the summer of 1905, 
Sundance sailed to the 
United States with Ethel. 
He returned to Chile in 
August, but it’s unclear 
if  Ethel accompanied 
him. Upon his return, 
Sundance used the alias 
Frank Boyd, a name the 
Pinkertons had linked to 

him since 1899.
In Antofagasta, Chile, 

then a rough-and-tum-
ble port city, Boyd met 
up with a friend called 
Thomas Fisher, believed 
to be Butch Cassidy.

“We’re nearly 100 per-
cent certain that Frank 
Boyd is Sundance,” said 

Daniel Buck. 
In addition to 
the Pinkerton 
information, 
Antofagasta 
court records 
show Boyd was 
the same age 
as Sundance 
and had been 

born near Philadelphia. 
Moreover, Sundance 
later wrote a letter to his 
family in Pennsylvania 
saying he’d had problems 
in Antofagasta.

Butch’s identity is less 
certain because Thomas 
Fisher was not a known 
Cassidy alias. But Fisher 
and Boyd described them-
selves as North Amer-
ican cattle buyers, not 
unlike stories Butch and 
Sundance had told before. 
And Fisher’s handwriting 
on Antofagasta legal doc-
uments is not dissimilar 
to Butch’s handwriting. 
Moreover, others who 
later told of  Sundance’s 
troubles in Antofagasta 
placed Butch at the scene.

The two weren’t togeth-
er when the Gonzalez 
shooting occurred, how-
ever. Frank Boyd spent 
the night at a brothel 
in Antofagasta. About 
3:30 a.m., he invited the 
madam of the house and 
several others to dine 
with him at a nearby 
restaurant.

While there, Boyd got 
into an altercation with 
another customer. Soon 
afterward, the restaurant 
closed and the custom-
ers departed into a dark 
street, where the dispute 
resumed.

When several people 
tried to break up the con-
frontation, Boyd, fearing 
attack, pulled his pistol. 
The gun went off  – acci-
dentally, Boyd claimed – 
and Gonzalez was killed.

Boyd retreated to his 
hotel, where he was 
arrested that day. Along 
with Fisher, he was taken 
to the courthouse and 
interviewed. Fisher was 
released when it became 
clear he wasn’t present at 
the shooting.

Boyd was jailed and 
interviewed again a week 
later. He offered to pay 
about $16,000 in today’s 
dollars to the widow of  
Gonzalez and her young 
son. Later, he doubled the 
offer. She accepted some 
of the money, but com-
plained that the sentence 
Boyd eventually received 
was insufficient.

Boyd’s personal effects 
were held by the court, 
while Fisher’s belongings 
were given to Aller to 
hold. Between them, Boyd 
and Fisher had roughly 
$110,000 in today’s dollars.

In early September, 
the Antofagasta district 
attorney filed an indict-
ment saying Boyd was 
guilty “simple homicide,” 
the Chilean equivalent of  
manslaughter. Although 

he noted Boyd’s regret for 
the killing and discounted 
witnesses who claimed 
the shooting was inten-
tional, he recommended a 
four-year prison sentence.

Boyd didn’t dispute the 
shooting, but he main-
tained it was accidental. 
On Sept. 29, he asked to 
be released on bail. Aller 
guaranteed the bond 
for $5,000 pesos — about 
$50,000 today.

Aller was an employee 
of  the American Smelt-
ing and Refining Co., in 
Antofagasta, and a part-
time vice consul for the 
U.S. State Department, 
a position that allowed 
him to assist American 
citizens in Chile. There 
is no evidence he knew 
the real identities of  Boyd 
and Fisher.

Shortly after Boyd was 
released, he disappeared 
along with Fisher. Be-
cause most of  their cash 
had been used for court 
costs, payment to Gonza-
lez’s widow, attorney fees 
and bond, the pair were 
nearly broke. They ap-
parently turned to crime 
once more.

On Dec. 19, 1905, four 
people robbed a bank in 
Villa Mercedes, Argen-
tina, about 1,000 miles 
south of  Antofagasta. 
Three men robbed the 
bank while the fourth, 
possibly a woman, held 
their horses. With a posse 
on their tail, they escaped 
to Chile.

Once again, Butch and 
Sundance were sus-
pected. Photos of  them, 
supplied by the Pinker-
tons, appeared on wanted 
posters and in newspa-
pers throughout Argen-
tina. But they weren’t 
captured.

Meanwhile, Frank 
Boyd was still wanted for 
killing Gonzalez, but the 
case languished for more 
than three years. Finally, 
in spring 1909, the Antofa-
gasta court ordered Boyd 
arrested and his bond for-

feited if  he didn’t appear. 
But the legal action came 
too late. In November, 
1908, Butch and Sundance 
are believed to have been 
killed during a shootout 
in San Vincente, Bolivia.

Aller was responsi-
ble for Sundance’s bail 
money, even though by 
1909 he had resigned his 
consulate position and 
moved to another town in 
Chile. 

He heard about the 
deaths in Bolivia, and, 
perhaps to relieve his 
bond obligation, he 
sought proof that Frank 
Boyd and Thomas Fisher 
had been killed. In 1911, 
Aller received a letter 
from the Bolivian govern-
ment confirming that two 
unidentified Americans 
had been killed in San 
Vincente. Nothing further 
appeared in the records 
of  the Boyd murder case.

Aller returned to the 
United States in 1918. 
In 1921 he was named 
athletic director and 
instructor of  metallurgy 
at the Colorado School of  
Mines, his alma mater. He 
died in Golden in 1944.

Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid live on in 
movies, books, magazine 
articles and newspaper 
history columns.

Sources: Telephone 
interview with Anne 
Meadows and Daniel 
Buck, who have writ-
ten multiple books and 
articles about Butch and 
Sundance; “The Sundance 
Kid in Chile: Boyds will 
be Boyds,” by Daniel Buck 
and Anne Meadows, Wild 
West History Associa-
tion Journal, December, 
2022; “Butch Cassidy, My 
Uncle,” by Bill Betenson; 
“Butch Cassidy’s Wild 
Bunch: Meet Utah’s Most 
Famous Outlaws,” by 
Brian Higgins, www.utah.
com, August, 2022.

■
Bob Silbernagel’s email 

is bobsilbernagel@gmail.
com.

Killing by Sundance Kid uncovered
Outlaw escaped punishment in death of Chilean policeman

 ARCHIVO NACIONAL DE CHILE, COURTESY ANNE MEADOWS AND 
DANIEL BUCK

The torn cover page of the 150-page criminal record of 
the prosecution of Frank Boyd for the killing of Antofagasta 
policeman Arturo Gonzalez.

BUCK AND MEADOWS COLLECTION
The only known photograph of Butch and Sundance in Bolivia in 1908. Butch is seated 
on the mule on the left. Sundance is standing by mule in center. Photo was taken at the 
hacienda of Angelberto Valdez in Capiñata, Bolivia.


