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Adventure down the Green and Colorado

FIRST DRAFT

takes turns for the worse for Powell, crew

Editor’s note: This is the sec-
ond of three columns about Jack
Sumner, who accompanied John
Wesley Powell on one of his
famous trips down the Colorado

of rapids, sometimes barely
making it through, but never
losing another boat.

By far the worst event
occurred Aug. 28, when the

Club 20, Action 22 implore
feds to expand broadband

By GARY HARMON

Gary.Harmon@gjsentinel.com

It looks on some maps as
though much of the Western
Slope has access to broad-
band, but appearances are
deceiving, says Club 20.

The Western Slope advoca-
cy organization is asking the

Maps showing the pres-
ence of broadband overstate
its availability in western
Colorado by wireless Inter-
net service providers, Peters-
en said.

“Given the varied geog-

River. Howland brothers and Dunn Federal ~ Communications raphy of the Western Slope,
decided the remaining rapids Commission to do more with  an area can be identified

atapulting through rap- were too dangerous to make programs aimed at provid- as served by a (wireless In-

ids in wooden boats was it through, and opted to try to ing telecommunications in  ternet service provider) yet

an adventure for the men walk out to Mormon settle- rural areas. customers that live below a

on John Wesley Powell’s first
expedition down the Green and
Colorado rivers, at least at the
start of that 1869 trip.

“When we have to run rapids,

ments at the Virgin River. They

were never seen again alive,
although bodies believed to

be theirs were found within a
month, where they apparently

Club 20 and a similar or-
ganization, Action 22, which
represents southern Colo-
rado counties, are asking
the FCC to use money from

mountain ridge, in a canyon
or a heavily forested area
will not be able to access that
wireless broadband service,”
Petersen wrote to the FCC.

nothing is more exhilirating had been killed by a Shivwit its Connect America Fund  «y many cases, this wireless
(sic) ... and as a breaker dashes band of Paiute Indians. to pay for what could be ex- o .vice in the mountains is
over us, as we shoot out from If they had stayed with the pensive projects, such as subject to extreme weath-

one side or the other, after hav-
ing run the fall, one feels like
hurrahing,” wrote O.G. How-

boats, they would likely have
made it to the Virgin River two
days later, as the rest of the

running expensive fiberoptic
cable instead of providing
less-expensive wireless cov-

er, morning and afternoon
shadows, and high winds,
along with other conditions

land in roup did. erage, Club 20 said. o O
a letter ® Phere, Powell and his broth- “Itis imperative that rural th%ﬁéf;}ydgﬁi“iii hew relles
to The er left the group and headed for Colorado communities have -0 = L L P the
Rocky Salt Lake City. Sumner and the access to robust broadband needs of rural. remote cus.
Moun- others, with fresh provisions service and that all of those f whom h.
tain contintied on to Yuma, Arizona. living and doing business in bomers, mari{sr 0] W g mtﬁg v(el
£ News They had conquered previ- that community have access ~Deen mistakenly identifie
i L ; h ice.” Club 20 Ex- as having broadband cover-
dated ously untraveled portions of to that service,” Club 20 Pet id
BOB SILBERNAGEL  June two great rivers. Some called ecutive Director Bonnie Pe- 8¢, Felersen said.
19, 1869 it the last great exploration of tersen said in a letter to the ~_Residents in Delta Coun-
(sent the continental United States. FCC. “This technology has 1y and others around Nuc-

from the Uintah Indian Reser-
vation in Utah, the last chance
to send mail).

By the end of August,
however, the situation would
be much different. Howland,
his brother and one other man
would be gone. The remaining
crew would be struggling with
meager rations, fearing starva-
tion as well as rapids. And John
“Jack” Sumner would write
about the canyons: “I never
want to see it again, anywhere.”

When the 10 men who started
the journey signed on, they
knew there were serious risks.
Indians and white settlers had
told them the river canyons

Figure 2% —Running n rankd

SPECIAL TO THE SENTINEL
This engraving made by artist R.A. Muller circa 1873 illustrates part
of John Wesley Powell’s second expedition through the Grand Canyon.
In June of 1869, the men on Powell’s first expedition saw catapulting
through rapids in wooden boats as an adventure, but after some serious
setbacks, they grew to fear them.

But it had come at great cost
and would leave bitter feelings
simmering for decades.
n

Most information in this arti-
cle comes firom Utah Historical
Quarterly, Volume XV, 1947,
which published documents

firom the 1869 expedition. It’s

available online at http.//heri-
tage.utah.gov/history/quarter-
ly. Other information is from
“The Exploration of the Colora-
do River and its Canyons,” by
J.W. Powell.
| |

Next: Sumner becomes a

critic.

become a significant compo-
nent in the areas of health,
education, safety and wel-
fare.”

Given the difficulties pre-
sented by western Colora-
do’s landscape and other
issues, the organizations
said a 10-year time frame is
a reasonable period in which
to build out the broadband
framework.

la, Naturita and Norwood
in Montrose County need
broadband coverage, Peters-
en said.

The FCC is now consider-
ing comments on its rules
governing the use of the Con-
nect America Fund, which is
intended to provide broad-
band service to as many as 18
million Americans without
robust broadband service.
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16 and 14, were arrested and released on a
summons Tuesday on suspicion of smoking
tobacco while under 18 years of age in the
1400 block of North Fifth Street.

® John Ross, 35, was arrested Wednesday
on suspicion of possession of a stolen bicy-
cle and methamphetamine.

®m Kevin Amy, 29, was arrested and re-
leased on a summons on suspicion of theft
after being contacted in the 2900 block of
North Avenue in possession of an alleged
stolen bicycle.

® Someone stole items valued at more
than $300 from a vehicle located near the
600 block of Ouray Avenue.

® Someone issued several bad checks to a
business out of state June 20, causing a loss
of less than $5,000. An investigation is on-
going.

m Zackery Couron, 20, was arrested and
released on a summons Thursday on suspi-
cion of shoplifting items valued at less than
$100 from a business at 2881 North Ave.

® Someone unlawfully entered a resi-
dence in the 500 block of Heidel Street and
removed items valued at less than $2,000.

day of a dog bite in the 500 block of Bald Ea-
gle Way that occurred in May. The parties
involved will be contacted.

® Deputies responded to a found dog, a
black and silver colored border collie mix
puppy, in the Silt area. The dog was trans-
ported to a local animal shelter for im-
pound.

® Deputies responded to a cold burglary
call in the New Castle area. At this time, the
case is inactive and closed pending further
leads.

m Deputies were dispatched to a sexual
assault incident in the Parachute area. This
case is open and under investigation.

m Deputies were dispatched to a theft that
had taken place in the New Castle area. At
this time the case is inactive/closed at the
victim’s request.

® Shaun Vanderpool, 35, of Glenwood
Springs was issued a summons Thursday
on suspicion of harassment.

m Michael Wadyko, 65, was issued a sum-
mons Thursday on suspicion of harass-
ment.

m Alfredo Castillo, 40, of Glenwood
Springs, was arrested on suspicion of vi-
olating a restraining order, obstructing a
peace officer and criminal mischief.

Introducing . . .

Two suspected of possession

Sheriff’s deputies arrested two men
Thursday on suspicion of possessing illegal
drugs, including methamphetamine and
psilocybin mushrooms, the Mesa County
Sheriff’s Office reported.

In the first case, deputies responded to a
report of domestic violence in the 3000 block
of Hill Court. After arresting the suspect,
Gary Labor, 29, of Grand Junction, deputies
located suspected psilocybin mushrooms
and a glass pipe with methamphetamine
residue, according to the Sheriff’s Office.

Labor was booked into Mesa County Jail
on suspicion of domestic violence, resisting
arrest, possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of methamphetamine and pos-
session of psilocybin mushrooms, the Sher-
iff’s Office said.

Deputies also arrested Dustin Scott, 34,
of Clifton, on an outstanding warrant and
for possession of suspected methamphet-
amine, his seventh booking at Mesa county
Jail since 2013, the Sheriff’s Office reported.

Shelter Insurance®
would like to welcome Jordan Welch as
the newest member of the Shelter team
in Grand Junction.

Call today for a free quote.

Jordan Welch
104 Orchard Ave., Ste. B4
Grand Junction, CO
970-986-8880
JWelch@Shelterlnsurance.com

According to Grand Junction Police
Department:
® Three known juvenile males, ages 17,

According to Garfield County Sher-
iff’s Office:
® Animal control received a report Thurs-
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