
Child saved from drowning 
Hotel employees rescued a 4-year-old girl 

from a swimming pool early Sunday morn-
ing, and she was taken to St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal for observation.

According to Grand Junction Police Sgt. 
Lonnie Chavez, the incident happened 
shortly before 5:30 a.m. at the Clarion Inn. 
The child managed to enter the pool on her 
own and was unsupervised.

Hotel employees heard splashing and 
checked on the noise. 

“They found her and yanked her out,” 
Chavez said.

After an investigation, no citation was is-
sued, Chavez said.

Church burglarized
Crimestoppers is seeking information on 

a burglary that happened at a church last 
month.

Palisade Christian Church, 3702 G Road, 
was broken into between 5:30 p.m. April 24 
and 5:40 a.m. the following day. Burglars 
stole the cash box at the church, and total 
damages and loss are estimated at more 
than $400.

Anyone with information on the identi-
ty or location of  the people involved in this 
crime are asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
241-7867. Information leading to an arrest 
can earn a cash reward of  up to $1,000 and 
the informants will be kept anonymous. 

For information, visit www.241stop.com.

According to the Mesa County Sher-
iff’s Office:

■ Kevin Wilkerson, 52, was arrested on 
multiple warrants in the 300 block of  Weep-
ing Willow Street on Thursday.

■ Michael Ambriz, 26, was arrested in the 
2900 block of  Sandra Avenue on suspicion 
of  domestic violence and DUI on Saturday.

■ Jonathan Crabtree, 29, of  Yoder, was 
arrested in the 3200 block of  E Road for al-
legedly violating a protection order and on 
two active warrants on Saturday.

■ Brian Murten, 42, was arrested Satur-
day in the 1800 block of  J Road on an out-
standing warrant.

BLOTTER COMPILED BY SENTINEL STAFF

DENVER — The 2017 Legislature is 
entering its final three days. As a result, 
it’s impossible to say what bills will 
come up in what committees or when. 
Bills routinely fly around the Capitol 
building, either to be killed, fast-tracked 
or end up dying on the calendar 
because time has run out.

■ Today: The House and Senate are 
expected to work late into the evening 
on bills.

■ Tuesday: Just like Monday, the two 

chambers will continue their late-night 
sessions in preparing for the last day.

■ Wednesday: By law, the Legislature 
must adjourn by midnight.

Scheduled committee hearings are 
subject to change. All floor action and 
committees can be watched or heard on 
the Legislature’s website, leg.colorado.
gov. Check that website to see which 
measures are available for remote 
testimony, and how to register to speak.

— Charles Ashby
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With the 2017 Kentucky 
Derby done, another 
horse has a chance to 

win the Triple Crown, 98 years 
after Sir Barton became the 
first horse to win the Derby, 
Preakness and Belmont Stakes.

Sir 
Barton 
was 
owned by 
Canadian 
railroad 
heir 
J.K.L. 
Ross, but he was trained by a 
former Grand Junction livery 
stable owner.

H. Guy Bedwell — later nick-
named “Hard Guy” — became 
one of  the leading Thorough-
bred horse trainers in the coun-
try after leaving Colorado. He 
was inducted into the National 
Museum of Racing and Hall of  
Fame in 1971. 

But trouble plagued him 
in Grand Junction and in the 
racing world.

Bedwell was born in Rose-
burg, Oregon, in 1876, and 
worked as a cowboy there. He 
arrived in Grand Junction in 
the 1890s.

His brother, J.B. Bedwell 
served as Mesa County Clerk 
prior to 1898. J.B.’s assistant, 
Henry Nichols, succeeded him 
as clerk. 

In that election, a job was 
arranged for Guy Bedwell. On 
Sept. 14, 1898, The Daily Senti-
nel reported that Guy became 
Nichols’ assistant in return for 
withdrawing as a candidate 
for clerk, “which left the place 
open for Henry Nichols.”

Nichols soon fired Bedwell, 
claiming Bedwell was ill and 
unable to perform his duties. 
Bedwell maintained he was 
never sick or unable to work. 
The real reason for his firing 
remains unclear.

By 1904, Guy Bedwell operat-
ed a livery stable at the corner 
of  Colorado Avenue and Second 
Street. His home was nearby, at 
253 Colorado Ave.

But newspaper accounts indi-
cate ongoing problems, such as 
the death of  an infant child in 
1901 and the theft of  one of  his 
horses in 1904.

Bedwell’s most serious local 
difficulty occurred on Christ-
mas Eve 1904, when he used a 
knife to cut fellow racehorse 
owner J.A. McLuen. Perhaps 
the “Hard Guy” nickname 
originated then.

The two men had been 
arguing about who owned the 
fastest horses. McLuen, a larg-
er man, called Bedwell “a dirty 
liar,” and said if  Bedwell were 
his own size, he would wallop 
him. 

Witnesses said McLuen 
struck or pushed Bedwell, who 
left the saloon, but returned 
with a knife. He cut a gash in 
McLuen’s face.

Bedwell was charged with 
assault with intent to commit 
murder, but the following 
March, he pleaded guilty to 
simple assault, paid a fine, and 
the case ended.

In addition to running his 
livery stable, Bedwell traded, 
trained and raced horses here. 
Years later, he recalled that in a 
single day of  racing at Lincoln 
Park, he rode four horses and 
drove in six harness-horse 
heats.

While training in Grand 
Junction, Bedwell also earned a 
reputation for keeping race-
horses healthy. He developed 
a particular knack for curing 
hoof problems.

It’s not known when Bedwell 
left Grand Junction. He was 
still listed in the Mesa County 
directory in 1907, but by then, 
he was racing horses at tracks 
from coast to coast.

In 1909 he won 122 races at 
recognized tracks, making him 
the leading trainer in North 
America.

However, in 1910, he had his 
first documented problems 
with horse-racing officialdom. 
He was accused of  doping a 
horse with cocaine prior to 
a race. He was temporarily 
suspended from racing in Ken-
tucky, but was reinstated by the 
end of  the year.

For six consecutive years, 
beginning in 1912, Bedwell 
had the most total wins of  any 
trainer in the country.

With such a record, it’s no 
surprise that Ross contacted 

Bedwell in late 1917, when he 
wanted to improve his racing 
stable. With Bedwell’s guid-
ance, Ross bought horses that 
became some of the best racers 
of  their time — Cudgel, Billy 
Kelly and Milkmaid.

Sir Barton was acquired 
in 1918, but he wasn’t highly 
regarded at first. 

In fact, for the 1919 Kentucky 
Derby, Bedwell entered both Sir 
Barton and Billy Kelly, with Sir 
Barton only expected to set the 
early pace for his stablemate.

However, with Ross and Bed-
well quietly betting heavily on 
him, Sir Barton won the Derby 
by five lengths. Billy Kelly was 
second.

The Derby, Preakness and 
Belmont Stakes were not 
officially known as the Triple 
Crown until the late 1920s, but 
all three were important races 
in 1919. So, with little rest be-
tween races, Sir Barton ran and 
won all three, adding a fourth 
victory between the Preakness 
and Belmont Stakes for good 
measure. 

He also set a record with his 
time in the Belmont.

After those victories, Sir 
Barton continued to race, 
though he was tired and his 
feet were sore. He won a few, 
but lost key races. In 1920 he 
lost a match race to rising star, 
Man o’ War.

Still, with Sir Barton’s early 
victories, combined with those 
of  Cudgel, Milkmaid and 
others, Bedwell was the leading 
trainer for 1919 and Ross was 

the leading owner.
But Bedwell’s problems soon 

resurfaced, first in a public 
argument with Sir Barton’s 
jockey, who hinted that Bedwell 
was doping horses.

Far worse was when Bedwell 
secretly asked the Man o’ War 
camp before the match race for 
a small share of  the proceeds 
from the race if  Sir Barton lost. 
That was a violation of  New 
York state racing rules, and 
Bedwell lost his New York rac-
ing license. He wasn’t reinstat-
ed until 1938.

Bedwell and Ross parted 
ways after that, but Bedwell 
continued to train and race in 
other states. He worked into the 
1940s, but he never regained the 
glory of  his early years. He died 
in 1951 in Maryland.

Throughout much of his rac-
ing career, Bedwell journeyed 
often between the East and the 
West coasts. Whether he ever 
visited his one-time home in 
Grand Junction during those 
years is unknown.

Information for this column 
came from “Masters of  the Turf: 
Ten Trainers Who Dominated 
Horse Racing’s Golden Age,” 
by Edward L. Bowen; “Wicked 
Western Slope,” by D.A. Brock-
ett; The National Museum of  
Racing and Hall of  Fame; the 
Museums of  Western Colorado; 
The Daily Sentinel and the 
Grand Junction News.

■

Bob Silbernagel’s email is 
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

Former Junction livery owner 
trained Kentucky Derby winner

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHURCHILL DOWNS
Guy Bedwell holds the bridle of Sir Barton after the horse won the 1919 Kentucky Derby. Jockey Johnny Loftus 
is aboard. Bedwell was one of the leading Thoroughbred horse trainers in the country. Before that in 1904, he 
operated a livery stable at the corner of Colorado Avenue and Second Street in Grand Junction. His home was 
nearby, at 253 Colorado Ave.

A toddler reportedly had a 
finger bitten off  by a dog Sun-
day night in Clifton, and offi-
cials are investigating the inci-
dent.

Initial reports indicated that 
an 18-month-old girl stuck her 
finger through a fence and was 

bitten. Mesa County sheriff’s 
deputies and Animal Control 
personnel responded to 452½ 
Carson Lake Drive after the re-
port was made.

Two dogs were taken into cus-
tody and quarantined, which is 
normal procedure when such 
an incident happens, said Sher-
iff’s Deputy Amanda Erkman. 
Because both dogs were on the 

other side of  the fence from the 
child at the time, it was not clear 
which one may have caused the 
injury. Both are pit bull mixes, 
Erkman said.

The call came in to 911 short-
ly after 7 p.m. Sunday. Less than 
20 minutes later, part of  the ap-
pendage was reportedly found, 
put on ice and taken to the hos-
pital where the child was being 

treated.
“We believe we found a part 

of, if  not the whole, finger,” said 
Erkman.

The dogs’ owners were co-
operative with authorities, she 
said. 

Though the incident is still 
under investigation, Erkman 
said she did not believe criminal 
charges would be pursued.

Pit bull mix bites off toddler’s finger in Clifton
By ERIN McINTYRE

Erin.McIntyre@gjsentinel.com

JOHNSTOWN — School of-
ficials are investigating allega-
tions that a high school Spanish 
teacher allowed students to hit 
a pinata with a picture of  Presi-
dent Donald Trump on it during 
a Cinco de Mayo celebration.

Johnstown Milliken School 
District Superintendent Martin 
Foster said the incident alleged-
ly occurred on the grounds of  

Roosevelt High School in the 
northern Colorado town of  
Johnstown.

The teacher is on paid leave. 
The teacher’s name hasn’t been 
released.

Lesley Hollywood, the parent 
of  a Roosevelt student, says she 
was offended when she saw a 
video of  the pinata on the social 
media app Snapchat.

Teacher accused of letting 
students hit Trump pinata
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The Daily Sentinel’s advertising deadlines
will be moving up to accommodate the
Memorial Day Holiday!

This early deadline schedule is designed
to help you plan your advertising around the holiday.

Publication Date Display Advertising Deadline

5/27, Saturday  ............ 5/24, Wednesday, 12 NOON
5/28, Sunday  ...............5/24, Wednesday, 12 NOON
5/29, Monday  ................ 5/25, Thursday, 12 NOON
5/30, Tuesday  .........................5/25, Thursday, 3 PM
5/31, Wednesday  ................ 5/26, Friday, 12 NOON
5/31, Sentinel Weekly  ...... 5/23, Tuesday, 12 NOON
6/1, Thursday  ............................  5/26, Friday, 5 PM
6/2, Out & About  .........................5/26, Friday, 3 PM
6/4, Real Estate Weekly  .......5/26, Friday, 12 NOON

Classified Liner Ads (Private Party & Commercial)

5/28, Sunday  ...............................5/26, Friday, 2 PM
5/29, Monday  ..............................5/26, Friday, 3 PM
5/30, Tuesday  ..............................5/26, Friday, 3 PM

Legals
5/28, Sunday  ..........................  5/23, Tuesday, 3 PM
5/29, Monday  .........................  5/23, Tuesday, 3 PM
5/30, Tuesday  ...........................5/23, Tuesday, 3 PM
5/31, Wednesday  .................5/24, Wednesday, 3 PM
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  The Daily Sentinel
  Ask me how you can help!

at

The employees of The Daily Sentinel have joined together to adopt a local non-profit
organization/charity of the month. We want to help raise awareness and badly needed 
funds for these organizations that are dedicated to helping people in our community.

MAY JEANS FOR CHARITY ORGANIZATION:

Challenger Baseball
Challenger Baseball is a non-profit division of little league baseball 

whose purpose is to give mentally challenged and/or physically 
disabled children a chance to participate in the sport. The program gives 

disabled children the opportunity to learn teamwork, leadership and 
responsibility. Kids also make lifelong friendships.

Challenger formed in Grand Junction 18 years ago with 12 kids – 
currently there are eight teams in the Grand Valley with 72 players overall.

Donations to support Challenger Baseball can be made by visiting: 
www.challengerbaseball.org

or by contacting Carma Brown directly at 216-5554.
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